
Here is Pastor Joel's Easter Sunday message shown on April 12, 2020, but recorded at the Belfast
Boathouse on a windy morning two days earlier.  It is based on John 20:1-18.

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  
A blessed Easter to us all!

It is a strange time to be trying to celebrate
Easter.  We are shut in our homes, not able to get
out and gather as church.  There is no Easter
Sunrise service at the Boathouse.  There is no
delicious Easter Breakfast with others in the
church parlor.  There will be no gathering of our
people in the church sanctuary.  And there will
be no Easter Basket Fun with Pastor Kate, after
the worship service, where all the kids, and some
adults too, get eggs and prizes and we have a lot
of fun!

It feels strange, doesn't it, trying to
celebrate the Good News of Christ's resurrection
when we are socially isolating?  Being at home
with only our families around us, or for some,
being home alone, with no one to share the joy
of this day?  It is very different and perhaps even
a bit unsettling.

Add to that the whole Coronavirus thing. 
Many are feeling fear and uncertainty in this
time.  Fear for themselves, their family or their
loved ones.  Uncertainty about jobs, income,
how they will get by, just what the future will
hold.

And those fears and uncertainties can
lead to frustration, disappointment in ourselves
or others, that we can't just fix this.  We might
experience anger or impatience with one another. 
And the whole thing can become downright
exhausting.  

Fear and uncertainty can transform us,
can isolate us from those we love, even if they
are right there beside us.  It can demoralize us,
take away our hope, our peace of mind, our joy. 
Those things that give us life.  

This is just the kind of time we really

need to be together, to support one another, to
care for one another, to listen to and encourage
one another.  And without being together, it just
doesn't feel like we can truly celebrate Easter.

But these past few weeks, I've begun to
realize something.  That we're not the first ones
to experience this kind of isolation.  And it may
be, even if we don't like it, and even if it is
difficult,  it may be a very appropriate thing for
us to be doing at Easter.

Remember the story.  Jesus and his
followers had entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday
to the cheers of the crowds, Hosanna in the
highest!  They wanted to usher him in as a new
king!  But after upsetting the Temple worship
and angering the religious leaders, things quickly
began to change.  The disciples began to get
nervous.  And then, as they met in that upper
room, and Jesus began doing some weird stuff,
like washing their feet and telling them the bread
he was giving them and the wine they were
drinking were to be his body and his blood, their
spirits must have begun to really become
unraveled.  There was tension in the air.

Then when Jesus was arrested and tried
and quickly put to death on a cross, the brutal
death that the Roman occupiers used on
thousands of Jewish men who had sought
rebellion, the disciples went into hiding, fearful
for their own lives, uncertain of what was to
become of them all.  

And remember, we are told in the gospels
that it was Passover, the Jewish celebration of
independence, the story of Israel's escape from
slavery in Egypt, from the house of bondage to
their ultimate freedom into the Promised Land. 
The Hebrew people had been told by Moses to
go into their homes, to socially isolate
themselves, and to mark their doors with the
blood of a lamb, so that the deadly pestilence



would pass over them.  Through their faith in
God, they would persevere and overcome their
fears and uncertainties, moving forward by the
hand of God, into freedom and new life.

The disciples of Jesus may very well
have been remembering their ancestors in faith,
those Hebrew slaves, while they were in hiding
after Jesus' death.  But their fears and
uncertainties about what lie ahead, held them in
bondage, kept them from knowing the freedom
that Jesus had come to show them.  

But then came Easter morning!  Mary
Magdalene experiences the risen Christ at the
tomb!  Jesus appears to the women as they return
to tell the others.  Jesus appears as a stranger to
two of the disciples on the road to Emmaus, and
they recognize him in the breaking of the bread. 
And he shows up a number of times in the house
that they are gathered in.  Just walks right
through the door and appears to them all,
showing them the wounds on his hands and feet,
even eating fish with them!  And they believe!

And yet, Luke, the author of the book of
Acts, tells us, they remained holed up in their
homes for 50 days!  They continued to self
isolate for 50 days, from Easter to the day of
Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit descended upon
them, filling them with the ability and courage to
share the Good News of Christ's love and
resurrection!  A time when they would come to
discover the unsurpassing love and power of
God, in the community of faith. 

So, as we are self isolating in our own
homes on this Easter day, we might see that we
are in pretty good company.  That we are not so
unlike our forebears in the faith, that others too
have experienced times like these, times of fear
and uncertainty, times of danger and death. 
Times that have called for many to come
forward and give of themselves, just as many
have done in our time.  

Easter reminds us, that no matter how
much fear and uncertainty we may face, no
matter how alone or isolated we may feel, no
matter what the danger, the trials, the concerns
may be, the love of God will overcome them all. 
For as the apostle Paul reminds us, 
" neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord." (Romans 8:38-39).

So, let us celebrate this Easter Sunday! 
Together, as the community of faith, we will
persevere, we will reach out and care for each
other, we will give one another hope and a vision
of the new life in Christ that awaits us all. 
Together, we will know the love of Christ that
overcomes even death.  May you be blessed this
Easter day!  

Alleluia!  
Christ is risen!  
Amen.


